pedttn

A sturgeon is one ugly fish.
|l tds a prehist
looks the part. | wonder what
God had in mind when that fish
was created?
rock hard, and though the fish
has no bones, it sure has tougt
cartilage. Its mouth is like a
suckefish, located on the bottot
of the fish to vacuum the river
floor. It has catfish like whis
ers. Sturgeon, at least those tr
arendét caught,
more than 100 years old.

On the fifth day in Genesis,
when God created all the great
sea masters (God must have
been admiring a sturgeon abou
that time) and every living cae
ture that moves, God said it wa
good and blessed them. If Goc
can bless a critter that only a
momma sturgeon could love,
well, how much more would
God bless his own chiien,

created in God
love?
This mont h, [

to go sturgeon fishing twice.
The Afish stor
out foll ows.
me about the second trip, and |
hope 1itbs bett
What is interesting about
sturgeon fishing is that the fish
must be between 41 and 54hnc
es to be a fdke

—Ma k i
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than 41 inches, any larger thar
54 inches, and well, back in the
river it goes. Ask me how it
feels to catch one 40% inches
long. Well at least | got to hold
it up for a picture before thve
ing it back into the river. Ask
Gary Thompson what it is like
to catch one 55 inches long.
(Just donodt as
Haywood about their fish.)

Keepers are hard to come by
well, at least they were for Gar
Alan, and me. We caught lots
sturgeon and a lot of sturgeon
went back into the watereb
cause they wer

Sometimes in life, when we
get hooked by the trials of life,
we might wonder if God thinks
we 6r e .Kwhenplleesssor
personal loss, or tragedy, or lo
jobs, or any o
trials grab hold of us, we often
wonder where is God in all of
this chaos.

Often we begin to doubt ou
selves, think
measure up o
tions,and begin to think that
God isnbt goin
| ove. That we
thrown back into the chaoticaw
ters of life. Abandoned to suffe
|l ifebds trials
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More on Jesus, The God of the

| n the lastMessengel went
through John 1 and showed yc
that the AWsTrd
came flesh and dwelt among u
but also that the Word, Jesus,
was the God who made all
things (See also Colossians 1)
In other words, Jesus was the
God of the Oldrestament.

A few of you came to me anc
expressed surprise at the impl
cations of that truth. In this
mo n tMesésengel 6 d | i
extrapolate that line of thinking
to help you see the full nature
and personality of Jesus basec
upon that fact of Scripte.

Let s begin a
with Genesis 4. It was Jesus
who formed Adam from red cle
in the Garden of Eden. He als
made Eve from
was Jesus who told the couple
eat the fruit of all the trees of tt
Garden except The Treéthe
Knowledge of Good and Evil.
was Jesus who forced them ot
of the Garden of Eden, but wh
still worked with them through
their generations.

It was our Savior who called
Noah to build and Ark and whc
destroyed all land life on the
earth excepthte eight humans
and the creatures in the Ark
(Genesis M). It was Jesus wh
called Abraham and told him tc
go to Canaan, It was our Lord
who sat and ate with Abraham
the great trees of Mamre and
who told Abraham that Sarah
would bear him a son afteec

—Ma ki

ades of waiting. It was thenk:
manuel who sent angels te-d
stroy Sodom and Gomorrah for
their Asexualr-
versiono (Gene

Jesus, the King of Kings, del
vered Israel from the bondage c
Egypt by bringing down plagues
upon the Egyptians and parted 1
Red Sea and destroyed the B9y
tian army in the process. It was
the Lord of Lords who brought
down fire from heaven upon the
children of Israel for their sins.

Can you wrap your mind
around such a God as Jesus wt
is boh powerful and angry, and
the same time, Jesus who empt
himself of his divinity and came
to us as a human to save us fro
our sins (Philippians 2)?

I f youdre str
Jesus in the fuller light of all the
Scriptures, is it because yope-
ceptions are ft
ten said that the way we view
God is the way we treat other
people. If we see God as harsh
we treat people harshly. If we s
God as forgiving we tend to tree
people in the same way. But dc
you see that to be fylwhole and
mature Christians we need to-i
itate our Savior, not just with lov
and forgiveness, but also with-a
thority and power when the nee
arises? 't 6s
Abot h/ ando.

The implications of seeing the
whol e of Jesus
character are vital to living aisp
rit filled life. Is it time for you to

Chri st
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Old Testament

readjust your conceptions abour
Jesus?

Humbly and thoughtfully
Richard Elfers
Sunday Forum Facilitatc

Upcoming
Events
9 Aug2-6 &8VBS
9 Aug 76 Fourth Wisemen
9 Aug 10, 8 Theology on Tap
' Aug 11 '8 Family Fun Night
9. Aug 126 Brewed Awaken
ings
fl.-Aug-15 '8 Guest Preacher
Chelsea Globe
9 Aug 15 & Wear Your
Shorts 'Sunday & Music
Vespers
T Augis
ship
T Aug 19
ings
1 Aug21
T Aug22
ticles due
T Aug 24
T Aug 26
ings
T Aug 29 & Guest Preachers
Megan & Kevin Harris
T Aug 29 & Wear Your
Shorts Sunday

0 Mid'Week Wo r-

d Brewed Awak en-

& Fourth"Wisemen
8 Messenger a r-

8 Theology on Tap
o6 Brewed Awake n-

Our Communi

t
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August
Birthdays

8/1 Becky Latham
8/5 Janie Lau

8/7 Ann Bettencourt
8/8 Danelle Borgen
8/13 Robert Watts
8/16 Rita Sand - Voss
8/17 Harley Ruff
8/19 Emily Voss
8/26 William Porter
8/28 Gavin Pyle
8/30 Lori Robinson

August
Anniversaries

8/11 Gary & Susan Hoge r-
huis

8/23 Robert & LaVerne
Nearhood

8/25 Dave & Rita Voss

8/28 Bruce & Jody Pierce

Our August schedule for
POM- Canned Meat

1P,
oM

Place all donated items in

the basket inthe Na r-
thex. Thank you!

Articles are due for
next
by August 22!

—Maki ng

Pastor

Dear friendsno matter how
big or small, no matter how
good or bad, no matter what
we think, God thinks we are
al |l keepers.
throw us back or abandon us
Godds greates
one in you and you one in

Danods

Page 3 of 8

Corner C

rience the good and bad of life
and knowthe truth of human
suffering, human joy, human
fears, and human doubts.
And in God©os
thing became perfectly clear to
God. Goddos ch
keepers. And nothing, not beir

mont ho

God. And in God there is no
suchthhg as one
measure up.
grace is all about.

God loves you so much tha
God was willing to give -

too small or too big, not sin, na
our broken humanity,at ary-
thing will keep God from kee
ing you in his love. Through
Goddos amazing
for you, you will always be a

self up, to take the risk ofi keeper in God?d
garnatlgrr]] t_o szll_lk amongdus i In Christ,
esus Christ. To see and ex Pastor Dan

Lutheran Community Services

Imagine flying across the world to a new land. Language, custom
food, and dresk everything in this new place is different. The way y:
buy groceries, travel around the city, arrange to see a daataf your
daily tasks now require careful consideratioviou must quickly get a
job to survive.

Your country has been torn ap
family members and youbve withn
were driven away from your home, andveled for months to find sa&f
ty. You have lived in harsh conditions in a refugee camp for years.
Now you wake with nightmares and have frequent panic attatis.
yourself, how would you cope?

Many refugees arriving in our communities share theserexces.

Pat hways to Wellness, a new pi
Community Serviced)orth Puget Sound Officdocuses on the needs
of refugees who require extra support because of past ti@uineloa-
tion.

The goal of Pathways to Wellness is to increase the emotional we
being of refugees so that they may better adjust to life in the U.S.,
have an increased capacity for smlifficiency. This is achieved
through screening of all refiees new to the Seattle area for sympton
of emotional distress, referral to appropriate services, coordination
care and training.

Asian Counseling & Referral Services and Public Health Seattle &
King County are key partners in Pathways to Wellnd$se program
was made possible by funding from The Robert Wood Johnson &o!
tion, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Boeing Employeem€o
munity Fund, and the Medina Foundation.

Chri st Known i n Our

Commun i


http://www.lcsnw.org/seattle/index.html

/i M
Page 4 of 8 v \ N"Q,‘ - August 2010

Chelsea Globe Guest Preacher

On Sunday, August 15, Chelsea Globe, who has completed her first year in seminary, will be our
preacher. Come and support Chelsea as she delivers hseffingtn at Hope.

Megan and Kevin Harris Guest Preachers

On Sunday, August 29, Megan and Kevin Harris will take over the preaching duties and tell us all
their exciting ministry in China to t haegusupio
date on the ministry the Holy Spirit is leading them in, and that we are supporting.

Wear Your Shorts and T - Shirt Sundays
Yep, ités hot outside. So g&thireasdy of €Chutr w
and 29. We vil serve root beer floats and iced lattes after the services. If you have a F8ipe, Dor if
you dondét, come and enjoy these casual worsh
No, you dondt hayv-Shirt ¥ouwan wear axddoif yousvand, socconme aslyou

would like and enjoy as we praise God, even while wearing shorts-ahiitd.

Retreats

Summer time is a wonderful time to vacation with God on a priretteat. To make a reservation, call
Carolyn at The Priory Spirituality Centerluiacey at 360438-2595.
Tending the Fire, Christian Spirituality and Prayer, israne-month retreat prograndesignedto explore
diverse Christian traditionsand prager act i ces t hat deepen onebs
meets bimonthly on Tuesday afternoons frorfam and will begin again on September 14, 2010 and «
on May 31, 2011.To see the flyer go taww.stplacid.org

Call S Lucy Wynkoop 36@382595for an application or further information from The Priory
Spirituality Center in Lacey
God the Artist: August 14 (Saturday 9:00AMN:30PM)
God is the artist of our soulhis retreat will stimulate our creative sould/e will focus on our Potter Go
usng clay materialswWe  wi | | meet at The Priory Spiritua
clay studio in SheltonThey will aid us with our creationsAll of us are artists, so come to play and pra:
Register by prior Friday $60 includesaterials (Minimum 5, Maximum 10) Bring a sack lunch
Lucy Wynkoop, OSB, Renata Siegl., Walter Sieg|

Lucy Wynkoop, OSB

The Priory Spirituality Center
500 College Street NE
Lacey, WA 98516
3604382595
lucywynkoop@gmail.com
lwynkoop@stplacid.org
www.stplacid.org

—Making Christ Known in Our Communit
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Bleatings From The Sheep Pen

It s funny how things seem to work out someid
building loving relationships with God, with those within our church walls, and in being unbound in sl
this loveand our faith stories with those outside our walls. And over and over again throughout the t
comes the gentle, persistent reminders that these growing, developing, loving relationships,end oul
sponse, starts with our prayers to God, and grows witipi@yers to God.

Well then along comes Pastor on last Sunday morning and his sermon is all about prayer, our rel
ship with God, and love to boot. The Gospel reading for the day was from Luke chapterll,-i8rses
This Luke storyisathee part account from Jesus to all of
love, the relationship with God He would have us seek. Itis a good read that shows us just how imj
prayer is for all of us.

First, Jesus is asked by a diseipd teach him and the other disciples how to pray, and Jesus respo

with the Lordbs Prayer. Continuing on, Jesdu
ren, leaving his children to respond to a persistent knocking at midroght next door neighbor needin¢
food for hungry | ate night visitors. Finall
of the best known quotes of Jesus; O06So | say
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone w
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks,

You may have read this passage a dozen times before, or at least recited thesLorPr ay e r
Sunday in church or often at home. But the interesting part is that in the typical translation of the Ar
(language spoken by Jesus at this time) word used for father, abba, it is more like calling God our pi
our daddyA lot less formal than father, a lot closer, a lot more personal, a lot more loving name.

Then, as if to highlight just what he said, Jesus follows up with his example of the papa with his c
in bed late at night listening to the persisterddiing at the door, and getting up and responding. The |
sistent knocking is what our prayers are to be, and the daddy getting up to respond is God our Fathu
he concludes with the dédknock, and t heheavenly daddy

that | oves us very much, I|istening for his ¢
our <cares. What a picture of Gododés | ove. wW
I n the book | dm r eadi hagngisane gi@son giving andtheea visienatwh
ités |Ili ke to be in love with GodéPrayer is t
small groups and congregations grow and sbpaetofa

loving conversation with a Father figure that is a lot like a caring, loving daddy figure? Asking for he
letting him know how you feel, letting yourself go.

Pastor Dandés message hel ped put ngtothéasfrord pe, laving
to hear from me, waiting to build a loving relationship like any loving daddy would. What a beautiful
to think about prayer.

Cal I . He wi || answer . Knock. He wiyol. ope

Greetings, bleatings, from the sheep pen.
The Lord is my shepherd. | shall not want. (Psalm 23: 1)

Jim Niehoff

—Making Christ Known in Our Communit
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Hope
Lutheran
Church

1316 Garfield St.
Enumclaw, WA 98022

Phone: (360) 825 - 2420
Fax: (360) 825 - 4120

E- mail: hlcof-
fice@skynetbb.com

Website: www.hope
lutheranchurch.org

Our Purpose:
CTD/Iaking Christ known
in our community by
reaching out through
worship. service and fe |-
lowship 6

Hope Lutheran Church
is a member of the
Southwestern Washin -
ton Synod of the ELCA
Their mission:
0éSpreadi ng t
News of Jesus Christ by
empowering congreg  a-
tions and church leaders
to grow in worship, ed u-
cation, outreach, st  e-
wardship and other mi  s-
sionsé
Their website:
www.lutheranssw.org

Soli Deo Glo

August 2010

Annual Synod Stewardship Event:

Ministry and Money
NW Washington Synod, ELCA

lt 6s time to gather a team fr
stewardship training event @aturday, September?at St .
Lutheran Church in Bellevue. Registration will begin at 8:30 AM al
the training will conclude by 2:30 PM. The cost is $20 per person .
includes lunch.

This year we are excited to welcome a husband and wife team: F
and Janet Jamson, who are ecauthors of the 2009 bodMinistry and
Money

Janetis Associate Professor of Business & Accounting at the Wni
sity of Dubuque in lowa. As a CPA she has thirteen years of publi
counting experience and has consulted with clergycandregations.

Philip is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Theology at the Universi
Dubuque Theological Seminary, a RISA seminary. Ordained in the
United Methodist Church, he has over twenty years of pastorat exj
rience.

Who will benefit from this training? PASTORS, STEWARDSHIP
LEADERS, FINANCE TEAM MEMBERS, TREASURERS and all
others who want to see your mission and ministry on solid financia
footing.

In addition to stewardship, topics will include budgeting asxgmnes-
sion of Goddos mission, finand-i
ing financial reports, and developing a theology of money.

To register in advance or for more information, please contact Pe
Laurie Jones at 20684-1306 orpastorlaurie @bflcs.orglnvite your
ecumenical friends, especially Presbyterian and United Methodigt,
so consider attending.

Summer Mid -Week Services

Beginning Wednesday, August 18 for four weeks we will again hj
a summer migveek worship service. If the weather cooperates, we
will worship outside. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be ready at 6:(
and the worship service will basual and last about 30 minutes. We
had a lot of fun doing this service last year, so plan on dinner out, &
dinner together around our nkor
ning August 18.

—Maki ng
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Sunday Music Vespers

On Sunday, August 15 we will hold our second evening Music Vespers service from 5:00 to 6:30. We will
listen to the sounds éf By C o mmaigroup &/ avill play a mix of music from blues to jazz for the se
vice. This group includes Pastor Fred Davis of Calvary Presbyterian, so come and enjoy a relaxed worship
experience as we pray for our world, community, and all who are inneed, and eetele Goddés gi ft
Invite your friends and neighbors.

Family Fun Night Wednesday, August 11

We will hold our second family fun night on Wednesday, August 11 at 6:00 to 8:30. There will be hot dogs
and hamburgers on the grill, chips and spdas ice cream sundaes for st And lots of fun with board
games, activities, and a family Bible drama for everyone.

Invite the neighbors, family, and friends. Games for kids of all ages, and Farkle, too. Come and enjoy the
fun.

Jock, the painter, oftewould thin his paint so it would go further. So when the Church decide
do some deferred maintenance, Jock was able to put in the low bid, and got the job. As alway
thinned his paint way down with turpentine.

One day while he was up on the $okifing -- the job almost finished he heard a horrendous cla
of thunder, and the sky opened.

The downpour washed the thinned paint off the church and knocked Jock off his scaffold an
the lawn among the gravestones and puddles of thinned atidese paint.

Jock knew this was a warning from the An
give me! What should | do?0o

And from the thunder, a mighty voice: i RE

—Making Christ Known in Our Communit
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STEWARDSHIP AUGUST 2010 Worship Schedule
WELCOME PROCLAIM RESPOND
GROW

Summer finally came!! When | am at the Senior Celht
visit with so many who were tired of the cold wet spr
days. Now they are finally enjoying the warmth ohs

shine. I't doesndét take n

up. Hopefully each of you has had a chance to take Aug 1 —10 Sunday after Pentecost .
days off, tobe outsideand enjoy- picnics, ice creanfamily First reading: Eccles 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-
reuni ons, county fairs, ns 23; Psalm 49:1-12; Second reading;
ing, Highland Games and this year Creation 2010. We Col 3:1-1% Gospel Luke 12:13-21
need to remember to check on people and see if they

help during the warm days. It is diffitdor some people t Aug 8 —11 Sunday after Pentecost .

First reading 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22;
Second reading Heb 11:1-3, 8-16;
Gospel Luke 12:32-40

do yard work or lawn mowing.

The first week of August is Vacation Bible School. T
is a fun opportunity to gather each evening at 6:00 for
ner, VBS opening is at 6:30. This year we will be sailing
the High Seas; you axeelcome to come join us on the bo
come listen to the singing and praying of the enthusi
children and leaders.

In summer months each of us as stewards of Hopest
ran Church have the opportunity to welcome visitors an

Aug 15 —12 Sunday after Pentecost .
First reading Jer 23:23 -29; Psalm
82; Second reading Heb 11:29—12:2;
Gospel Luke 12:49-56

Aug 22 —13 Sunday after Pentecost

vite them back; we neetd remember to sign up to help First reading lsa 58:9b -14; Psalm
Sunday morning service (no one will have to call to fil 103:1-8; Second Reading Heb 12:18-
the blank spaces); remember coffee hour is pot luck, ar 29: Gospel Luke 13:10-17

can always help clean up, both inside and outside.

Thank you to each of you who share your stewfsi Aug 29 — 14 Sunday after Pentecost
gifts at Hope Lutheran. Giving your time to help othess, First reading Prov 25:6-7; Psalm 112
ing your talents to read, usher, sing and pray and brir Second Reading Heb 13:1-8, 15-16;
your offering to help financially. Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14

Continue to pray for Hope Lutheran Church, for frie
and families.

Enjoy these sunngays of summer.

Peace to each of yc
Kathie Thompson
Stewardship Ministr

Vacation Bible School
From August2d through August 6th

Chmmdg adf hmr ~ s 59/ / o -Hlgh Seasxpédiiond c
From6:30 p.m.T 8:30 p.m.

—Making Christ Known in Our Communit



