
“Making Christ Known in Our Community” 

What if Christmas was a verb? 

   If your house is like mine, the 

last of the wrapping paper has 

been gathered for recycling, the 

gifts opened just a few days ago 

with great anticipation and glee 

are now tucked away in their re-

spective resting places.   

   The tree once fresh and fra-

grant has now been recycled.  

The remaining Christmas dinner 

leftovers somehow turned fuzzy 

green (just how much turkey can 

you eat?) and now rest in the 

compost bin.  And our thoughts 

have turned to the New Year and 

all the hopeful promise 2012 

brings. 

   Christmas, the celebration of 

the birth of the Christ Child in 

Bethlehem has passed.  Time to 

put the Christmas decorations 

and goodies away and move on 

in life.  That’s what happens 

when Christmas is a once-a-year 

event.   

   Christmas is a noun, a person, 

place, or, in this case, a ―thing,‖ 

an event, that rolls around regu-

larly on December 25, and it has 

a time and a place, a season in 

our lives.  Now 358 more days to 

go before we once again share 

the peace and wonder Christmas 

day. 

   But what would happen if we 

thought of Christmas not as a 

noun, but as a verb, a word indi-

cating action or a state of being.  

As a noun, Christmas is a date, an 

event on the calendar to be cele-

brated.  As a verb, Christmas 

would become a way of living.  A 

way of being in the world that is 

different than any other way of 

living. 

   At Christmas we simply feel dif-

ferently than we do for the other 

days of the year.  Our smiles are a 

little brighter.  Our hearts seem to 

connect with something in life that 

is better than the day-to-day drud-

gery of commutes, school, and 

soccer practice. For many people 

Christmas brings the deep emotion 

and love of remembering a dear 

loved one.  Or, for too many 

people, it means days spent hoping 

to find an elusive job, or feed a 

family, or simply to live the elu-

sive dream, hoping for a Christ-

mas miracle. 

   At Christmas we care a little 

more about our neighbor.  We 

gladly drop a few coins in the Sal-

vation Army-POM kettle as the 

bell ringers ring out hope for 

someone who needs hope.  We 

buy a little extra food to take to 

the food bank.  We reach out to 

acquaintances and family we ha-

ven’t talked to or seen for a year 

or more.   
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   Having just lost a reelection 

bid and just finished Unbinding 

the Heart, I’ve had a chance to 

ponder my time in the world…. 

not just the world of small town 

politics, but also the world of a 

Christian who wants to unbind 

people’s hearts from the bon-

dage of not knowing God.  

   I remember Jesus’ prayer for 

his followers in John 17 just be-

fore being taken to his trial and 

crucifixion: ―My prayer is not 

that that you take them (his dis-

ciples) out of the world but that 

you protect them from the evil 

one. They are not of the world, 

even as I am not of it.‖ Jesus has 

given us the difficult task of 

both being in the world, but not 

being of it. I ponder this scrip-

ture in the light of what we, as 

Christians should be doing and 

what we are doing. 

   Before I got on the city coun-

cil I taught at Sumner High 

School for 31 years.  I came in 

contact with both believers and 

non-believers.  Once I retired I 

found I spent most of my time 

with believers at church in vari-

ous activities.  I wonder how 

many of us at Hope spend most 

of our lives with fellow Chris-

tians, never really coming in 

contact with those who have ei-

ther lapsed in church attendance 

or have never gone? 

   Have we tried to live in the 

world without being in contact 

with the world? Have we insu-

lated ourselves in our comfort 

zones and not mingled with the 

great ―unwashed‖—those who 

are not Christians?  Shouldn’t  

we be more active by joining 

groups of non-believers? Pastor 

Dan and Pastor Fred Davis of 

Calvary both are members of Ro-

tary that is made up of many un-

believers.  They’re setting the 

proper example by mingling with 

the world, yet not being a part of 

the world. 

   Shouldn’t we all be leaving our 

comfort zones of Christian family 

and friends and participating in 

the world Jesus mentioned we 

were to be a part of?  Shouldn’t 

we take the message of Unbind-

ing the Heart to those who don’t 

know Christ?  Isn’t getting out in-

to the community part of our 

evangelism? To become more in-

volved and let our light and be-

liefs shine to the world? Are we 

guilty of trying to hide our light 

under a basket? 

 

Thoughtfully, 
Richard Elfers  

Former city council member and  

future member of the Library 

Board 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Tech Savvy 

Pe r son Needed 

to Assist with 

Website  
 

  Would you like to work 

on the church website? Cur-

rently we use Microsoft 

FrontPage, but would like to 

migrate to Dreamweaver or 

similar. If you have some web 

design and implementation 

skills, call Jerry Globe at 

253.709.1571. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Evangelism: Where the Rubber  

Hits the Road  
 

Upcoming Events  
 

¶ Jan 1 - 31 ð Every Thurs -

Rotary   

¶ Jan 2  ð Agenda Items Due 

¶ Jan 7  ðFourth Wisemen  

¶ Jan 8 ð Inquire rõs Class 

¶ Jan 9 ð Council meeting  

¶ Jan 10 -  Theology on tap  

¶ Jan 11 ð Soup & Bible Study  

¶ Jan 12 ð Brewed Awakenings & 

Outreach Workshop  

¶ Jan 15 -  Inquirerõs Class 

¶ Jan 18 -  Soup & Bible Study  

¶ Jan 21 ð Fourth Wisemen  

¶ Jan 22 -  Inquirerõs Class 

¶ Jan 24 ð Theology on Tap  

¶ Jan 25 -  Soup & Bible Study  

¶ Jan 26  -  Brewed Awakenings  

¶ Jan 29 ð Annual Meeting  & I n-

quirerõs Class 

¶ Jan 31 ð XYZ Potluck  

 

 

 

 

 



“Making Christ Known in Our Community” 

   We celebrate Christmas Eve 

with our families, hearing the 

story of that first Christmas 

that we know so well.  

Christmas brings out the best 

in us.  For a few brief hours or 

days, we understand what it 

really means to be caring hu-

man beings as we celebrate 

God’s great gift of Christmas. 

   If Christmas were a verb, it 

would be a way of living.  We 

could ―live‖ Christmas every 

day of our lives.  ―Merry 

Christmas‖ would be more 

than a greeting; it would be a 

way of life every day.  That 

joy we feel in our hearts at 

Christmas would be something 

we feel  every day.  The care 
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Inquirerõs Class Begins Sunday, 

January 8  
 

   New to the Lutheran faith tradition?  Wondering why our wor-

ship is structured the way it is?  Wondering how Lutherans interpret 

scripture?  And just what is this amazing thing called grace, and why 

are Lutherans so into grace? 

   Well, new to the church or long-time Lutheran, member or not, you 

are invited to attend a six-week Inquirer’s session led by Pastor Dan.  

The first two weeks of the program will include Dr. Dan Peterson dis-

cussing Martin Luther and the roots of Lutheran tradition born out of 

the Reformation.  Dan will also discuss grace from a Lutheran pers-

pective. 

   Pastor Dan will lead sessions on interpreting scripture, the founda-

tions of Christian faith, the sacraments and worship, and living as a 

Lutheran today. 

   The program begins at 12:30 after second service.  A light lunch 

will be served.  We will meet in the Library across from the re-

strooms, or in the sanctuary, depending upon attendance.  Even if you 

cannot commit to all six sessions, come and experience as many as 

you are able.  Bring your questions and enjoy the discussion. 

 

 

 

 

Our January  schedule for 

POM- Peanut Butter & 

Jelly/Jam  
 

 
 

Place all donated items in 

the basket in the  

 Narthex.  Thank you!  
 

 

for our neighbors would be a 

way of living every day.  The 

elusive peace we seek in our 

lives would be a little easier to 

find.  The way we treat each 

other and all of creation would 

be a way of expressing the joy in 

our hearts.   

   If Christmas was a verb, our 

way of living would be a gift of 

hope for that better world we all 

seek. 

   May Christmas always be a 

verb, alive in your heart, every-

day. 

 

God’s blessings for  

the New Year, 
Pastor Dan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January  

Birthdays  

 
 

1/1   Renee Globe  

1/8   Beth Madill  

1/12  Genora Powell  

1/15  Carolyn Hazen  

1/18  Edith  Evans 

1/18  Juston Littlefield  

1/21  Warren Swift  

1/23  Debbie Littlefield  

1/25  Allan Pyle  

1/28   Robert Idso  
1/30   Bob Teem  

1/31   Ida M. Dempster  

 

 

Pastor Danõs Corner cont. 

 

 

 

January  

Anniversaries  
 

1/1   Gene & Ann Kuhlman  

1/4   Paul & Genora Powell  

1/18   Terry & Jane Gould  
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T he Congregation Council met on December 12.   

 

Facilitator President: Debbie Littlefield  
 

Agenda item Old Business Presenter: Debbie Littlefield 
 

Minutes and Treasurerôs Report were approved:  Balances are where they should be during summer 

months and with the quarterly expenditures in ministry and outreach.  Minutes were approved with no cor-

rections. 

 

Discussion:  

¶ Pew Cushions:  We should receive before Christmas. 

¶ Cross on the steeple is missing a part, Brian will look for a new piece and will replace. 

¶ Emergency buzzers:  Ordered. 

¶ Audit Committee update:  Meeting scheduled on 12/13 with Annie Schweitzer and Gene Kulman. 

¶ Unbinding you heart Sign ups – in progress. 

¶ 2012 budget was given a first review.   
 

Agenda item: New Business Presenter: Debbie Littlefield 
 

Discussion: 

¶ Congregational Meeting on January 29. 

¶ Stewardship drive scheduled for 2/12/12. 

¶ 2012 goals were established by council at retreat. 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Board Work shop  

Out r each Board Workshop  

 

  There will be a synod Outreach Board workshop at Gloria Dei in Olympia on Saturday, January 14 from 

9:00 to 3:00.  There is no cost for the program, and lunch will be provided.   

   Presentations will include developing church lay leaders, church renewal programs – Natural Church De-

velopment and Renewing Congregations, and Jan Schumacher and Jim Niehoff will present Hope’s expe-

rience with the Unbinding program. 

   Let Pastor Dan know if you would like to attend.  We will carpool from church, leaving at 8:00 and return-

ing about 4:00. 

 

 

 

 

 

CCoo uu nn cc ii ll   MM ee ee tt ii nn gg   
 

Agenda item deadline: Monday,  

January 2 by noon,  

Next regular Council Meeting: Mo nday,  

January 9, 6:30pm  

A detailed copy of 

the Council  

Minutes can be 

seen on the  

roundabout  



“Making Christ Known in Our Community” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W elcome New Members  

 

   What a Wonderful day November 20 was as we welcomed 14 
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   Greetings, Bleatings, from the Sheep Pen  
 

     New Yearõs Resolutions 
 

   Another year has come and gone all so quickly.  Some of us have experienced major changes in our lives 

over the past year.  Some good and some bad.  Others of us may look back at last year and see not much 

change having occurred in their lives.  And some of us look forward to this coming year to make wanted 

changes happen.  New Year’s resolutions to lose weight, or drop a bad habit, or spend quality time away from 

the lure of our televisions and/ or computers, or to try or learn something new. 

   A resolution is a promise to ourselves to do something to change a part of our life for the better.  Have you 

thought about considering a resolution, a promise, to change something in your church life this coming year 

for the betterment of you and the church? 

   Many of us participated in the small group ―Unbinding your Heart‖ 6 week study and prayer journal. So 

maybe one resolution is to participate in more small group Bible studies this coming year.  Maybe even re-

solve to practice what you learned in this study to help move someone you know along to a closer relationship 

with God and/or into a Christian community such as Hope.  Maybe as result of the prayer journal experience 

you resolve to have a more active and intentional prayer time this year.  

   Now is a good time to think about how you can be good, maybe better, stewards this year in helping the 

church and our community.  We all have been blessed with the gifts of time, talent, and treasures, but not all in 

equal measure.  What do you have ―extra‖ that you resolve you can share more this year with the church, with 

our community.   

   Maybe it is giving a little more to Hope and/or other charities by adding a percent or two of your total in-

come to what you have given in the past for charities.  Maybe it is joining choir, or the praise band, or the quil-

ters, or as a Sunday School teacher, or at POM.  Maybe it is making a commitment, a resolution, to be more 

active in some part of the church service, or in maintaining the church, or in getting active in one of our minis-

tries, or being on Church Council. The Halloween Carnival needs lot of helpers to make it a success.  Vacation 

Bible School is growing. 

   We have some pretty interesting and varied ministry teams that help around and outside the church.  They 

include Worship & Music, Stewardship, Inviting & Welcoming, Fellowship, Christian Education, Building & 

Property, and Social Ministry. We have Helping Hands for supporting our worship services.  We do Habitat 

for Humanity build projects.  We are looking at more ways to get involved when Creation Fest is in town.   

   Although I am interested in all of these ministries and activities and participate in a lot of them, the Inviting 

and Welcoming Ministry and our outreach programs where we support others less fortunate outside our walls 

are my major interest so that is my focus.  Maybe your interest is getting more involved in church by doing 

something else. It takes all kinds of sheep to make up a thriving and interesting flock.   

   Make a resolution, a promise to yourself, that you are going to increase your gifts of time, talents, and/or 

treasures this year to our church.  If it is your financial giving, do it not begrudgingly. If it is in service with 

time and talent, pick something you are really interested in and participate. Don’t do these out of any sense of 

duty or guilt.  One of my favorite passages in the Bible is from 2 Corinthians 9: 7 where Paul tells us to not to 

give reluctantly or under compulsion (in guilt) but do so from what we decide in our heart, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  Give cheerfully.  You will feel that love. 
 

       Greetings, bleatings, from the sheep pen. 
 

         The Lord is my shepherd.  I shall not want.  (Psalm 23: 1) 

 

                                                                                                                                                   Jim Niehoff  
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Hope  

Lutheran  

Church  
 

1316 Garfield St.  

Enumclaw, WA 98022  

 

Phone: (360) 825 - 2420  

 

Fax:  (360) 825 - 4120  

 

E- mail:  

hlcoffice@skynetbb.com  

 

Website:   

www.hopelutheranchurch

.org  

 

Our Purpose:  
òMaking Christ known in our 

community by reaching out 

through worship. service and 

fellowshipó  

 

Hope Lutheran Church is a 

member of the Southwestern 

Washington Synod of the 

ELCA 

Their mission: òéSpreading 

the Good News of Jesus Christ 

by empowering congreg a-

tions and church leaders to 

grow in worship, education, 

outreach, stewardship and 

other missionsó 

Th eir website:  

www.lutheranssw.org  

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

 

Annual General Meeting   
 

  The Annual General Meeting of Hope Lutheran Church will be held 

Sunday, January 29 following second service.  The purpose of the meeting 

is to review the proposed budget for 2012 from council and vote on the 

budget.  Members of the church have voice and vote for this meeting.  

Those who attend Hope but are not members have voice for the meeting. 

 

New Pastorõs Bible Study ð Different 

Perspective of God in the Bible  
 

  Just how is God viewed differently in the Old and New Testaments?  Or, 

is there a difference?  How is God often seen as either a God of Law or a 

God of Grace?  Beginning Wednesday, January 11, Pastor Dan will lead a 

six-week Bible study looking at and comparing different perspectives of 

God in the Old and New Testament.  Previous Bible study experience is not 

necessary.  Soup will be served at 5:45, with the study from about 6:15-

7:00. 

   Come and experience how and why God is sometimes viewed differently 

in the Old and New Testaments. 

 

Small Group Meetings  

  If you are wondering just when we are going to kick off the small groups 

that many signed up for, your wait is about over.   

   Due to family passings, illness, oral surgery, vacation and the busy 

Christmas season, we had a little delay in our plan to roll out the Small 

Group program.  As you read this, meeting times are being set, and we will 

roll them out this month to begin the wonderful opportunities so many 

people signed up to participate.  Keep Watch, Be Ready.  Yes, that may 

have been the Advent watchwords.  But they still work today.  Keep Watch 

for the meeting announcements, and Be Ready to enjoy some great fellow-

ship opportunities. 

 

Habitat Service Trip Meeting January 28  
 

  How about a vacation this year that will help build a dream?  Hope and 

Trinity are planning a joint Habitat service trip this summer.  If you are in-

terested in learning more about the opportunity, please come to a short in-

formational meeting on Saturday, January 28 at 11:00 at Hope.   

   We will be planning a trip to either Kalispell - Flathead Lake in Montana 

or to Yakima for the build.  The trip will probably be from Sunday/Monday 

through Thursday/Friday of a week in late June or early July. 

   Please let Pastor Dan know if you are interested in learning more about 

this great opportunity to help a great social program. 
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ATTENTION:  

WOMEN AT HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 

  One of the goals for 2012 is to give women at Hope Lutheran an opportunity to gather together.  This could 

be at the church or an overnight retreat.  We are looking for several ladies who would like to help plan an event.  

If you are interested, please contact Debbie Littlefield or Kathie Thompson. 

 

 

WeBrews Now Meeting  
 

  One thing we discovered during the Unbinding program is that there are several home brewers in the con-

gregation.  So WeBrews has formed to carry on the great tradition of Katie Luther, brewing beer.   

   The group meets once per month or so, and brews different brews using different methods.  There will also be 

service opportunities with the WeBrews group to help with different needs of the church and members. 

   Interested?  Contact Jerry Globe, Don Bettencourt, Tim Hazen, Del Plagens, or Pastor Dan.  This is not a 

guys ―drinking‖ group, it is a group open to men and women who enjoy fellowship and making some really in-

teresting beer together. 
 

 

Cowboy Joe  
 

Cowboy Joe was telling his fellow cowboys back on the ranch about his first visit to a big-city church. "When I 

got there, they had me park my old truck in the corral," Joe began.  

"You mean the parking lot," interrupted Charlie, a more worldly fellow.  

"I walked up the trail to the door," Joe continued.  

"The sidewalk to the door," Charlie corrected him.  

"Inside the door, I was met by this dude," Joe went on.  

"That would be the usher," Charlie explained.  

"Well, the usher led me down the chute," Joe said.  

"You mean the aisle," Charlie said.  

"Then, he led me to a stall and told me to sit there," Joe continued.  

"Pew," Charlie retorted.  

"Yeah," recalled Joe. "That's what that pretty lady said when I sat down beside her." 
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WELCOME *   INVITE  

PROCLAIM *  RESPOND  
 

ROOTED IN GRACE GROWING IN SERVICE  
 

As we close the door s on 2011, we can reflect back and 

realize this, too, was a good year.  Every year there are 

many things to celebrate and mourn.  New babies, wed-

dings, new jobs, lost jobs, retirements, death of loved ones, 

family/friends moving, new neighbors.  Changes...  

   We are ready to peek in the window of 2012. The church 

council has looked at goals for the upcoming year.  Check 

the minutes from the council retreat in December.  Stewards 

of Hope will be asked to participate to making 2012 a year 

of growing together and reaching out to our community. 

I like to go to ―Health and Wellness ― meetings, at one of 

them I received a book mark with Stress Busters.  Here are a 

few suggestions - Make Lists, Take a Deep Breath, Sing a 

song, Call a Friend, Delegate Work, Avoid Clutter, Have A 

Hobby, Budget Time and Money,   Take  Deep Breath, 

Plant a Garden, Go Out to Lunch, Think Positively, Enjoy 

Small Pleasures, Practice Teamwork, Take A Deep Breath, 

Be Kind, Cry if Necessary, Remember: Time Heals, Take a 

Walk, Control Your Weight, Learn to Say ―No‖, Reflect on 

Your Joys, Get Up Earlier, Take A Deep Breath, Stop and 

Smell the Roses, Love Others, Forgive and Forget,  Encour-

age Others, Seek Out Positive People, Be Faithful, Give 

Hugs, Read Good Books, Laugh Often, Take A Deep 

Breath.  These are ways to be a good steward.  To care for 

yourself, your church and your community. 

   Our annual Congregational meeting will be held the end 

of January.  Please plan to attend, Council has worked on 

both the 2012 budget and goals for the upcoming new year.  

   Thank you to all of the stewards from Hope, for your wil-

lingness to help with services every week, to care for the 

church building and to financially support the missions of 

Hope Lutheran Church. 

   We are ready to open the window to 2012.  Remember to 

pray for Pastor Dan, for our church council and each other.  
 

 I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 

your faith is proclaimed through the world.  Romans 1:8   
 

May 2012 bring Peace, Love and Joy 
Kathie Thompson  

Stewardship Ministry Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stewardship January 2012  
Worship Schedule  

 

 
 

 

Jan 1 – Name of Jesus:  First read-

ing: Num 6:22-27; Psalm 8; Second 

reading; Gal 4:4-7; Gospel Luke 2:15-

21 

 
Jan 8 – Baptism of Our Lord:  First 

reading Gen 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Second 

reading Acts 19:1-7; Gospel Mark 1:4-

11 

 
Jan 15  – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany:  

First reading 1 Sam 3:1-10; Psalm 

139:1-6, 13-18; Second reading 1 Cor 

6:12-20; Gospel John 1:43-51 

 
Jan 22 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany:  

First reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 

62:5-12; Second Reading 1 Cor 7:29-

31; Gospel Mark 1:14-20 

 

Jan 29 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany:  

First reading Deut 18:15-20; Psalm 

111; Second Reading 1 Cor 8:1-13; 

Gospel Mark 1:21-28 

 


